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(57) ABSTRACT

An eyeglass frame shape measurement apparatus includes a
measuring unit measuring shapes of right and left rims of an
eyeglass frame. Measuring modes include a first measuring
mode in which whole peripheries of both rims are measured;
a second measuring mode in which the whole periphery of
one of the right and left rims; and a third measuring mode in
which nose side portions of the left rim and the nose side
portion of the right rim are partially measured. A controller
drives the measuring unit to measure the whole peripheries of
both rims in the first measuring mode, for driving the mea-
suring unit to measure the whole periphery of one of the left
and right rims in the second mode, and drive the measuring
unit to measure partially the nose side portions of both rims in
the third mode.

9 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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1
EYEGLASS FRAME SHAPE MEASUREMENT
APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority of Japanese Patent Application No. 2012-163009
filed on Jul. 23, 2012, the contents of which are incorporated
herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates to an eyeglass frame shape
measurement apparatus for measuring, the shapes of the rims
of an eyeglass frame.

There is known an eyeglass frame shape measurement
apparatus (for example, see Japanese Patent Publication
2000-314617) which includes a frame hold unit for holding
the right and left rims of an eyeglass frame, and a measure-
ment unit for inserting a tracing stylus into the grooves of the
rims of the eyeglass frame held by the frame hold unit and
detecting the movement of the tracing stylus to thereby mea-
sure the shapes of the rims.

This type of apparatus, normally, uses a two-rim support
trace mode in which right and left rims are both held by the
frame hold unit and the right and left rims are measured
successively. The two-rim support trace mode can obtain the
shapes of the right and left rims and also the mutual position
relationship data between the right and left rim shapes. The
position relationship data includes data on the geometric
inter-center distance of the right and left rims (FPD), the nose
width (DBL) between the nose side end of the left rim and the
nose side end ofthe right rim, and the curve angle ofthe frame
(rims). The data obtained by the eyeglass frame shape mea-
surement apparatus are used as basic data for eyeglass lens
periphery processing to be executed by an eyeglass lens
periphery processing apparatus.

SUMMARY

Recently, there has been increasing a high-curve frame
having a large frame (rim) curve angle such as a sunglass
frame and a sports frame. When trying to automatically mea-
sure the right and left rims of such high-curve frame sequen-
tially in the two-rim support trace mode, in the case that the
leading end of the tracing stylus diverges greatly from the
direction of the grooves of the rims, there is a possibility that
the tracing stylus can diverge from the rims grooves, thereby
failing in measurement. When a rim varies greatly in a direc-
tion perpendicular to a radius vector direction to be measured
by the measurement unit are large, such variations are out of
the measurement allowable range, thereby failing in the mea-
surement of the whole periphery of the rim. In the case that
measurement in the two-rim support trace mode fails, only
the right rim is held by the frame hold unit and the whole
periphery of the right rim is measured in a right rim (one rim)
support trace mode. Only the left rim is held by the frame hold
unit and the whole periphery of the left rim is measured in a
left rim (one rim) support trace mode. Thus, this one rim
support trace mode is used to measure the respective three-
dimensional shapes of the right and left rims.

However, the one rim support trace mode cannot provide
such data on the position relationship between the right and
left rim shapes as in the two-rim support trace mode. In this
case, in order to obtain the nose width (DBL) or geometric
inter-center distance (FPD), separately, an operator must
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manually measure them using a measuring device such as
vernier calipers and the operator must input data on the mea-
sured results. Or, the operator must input data previously
obtained by a frame maker (such data is sometimes inscribed
on the frame). However, it takes time and labor to use the
measuring device such as the vernier calipers and measure-
ments obtained by such measuring device are not correct. In
most cases, the values inscribed on the frame are not accurate.
It takes time and labor for the operator to measure the curved
angle of the frame and the measured results are not correct.

The invention, in view of the above-mentioned conven-
tional technology, has an object to provide an eyeglass frame
shape measurement apparatus which, even in the case of a
high-curve frame, can obtain the mutual position relationship
data between right and left rim shapes.

An aspect of the present invention provides the following
arrangements:

(1) An eyeglass frame shape measurement apparatus, com-
prising:

a frame holder configured to hold right and left rims of an
eyeglass frame, the right and left rims including grooves
respectively;

ameasuring unit including a tracing stylus configured to be
inserted into the grooves of the right and left rims, and detect
movement of the tracing stylus to measure shapes of the rims;

a first measurement start signal input unit configured to
input a first measurement start signal for a first measuring
mode in which whole peripheries of the right and left rims are
measured in a state that the right and left rims of the eyeglass
frame are held by the frame holder;

a second measurement start signal input unit configured to
input a second measurement start signal for a second measur-
ing mode in which the whole periphery of one of the right and
left rims of the eyeglass frame is measured in a state that the
one of the right and left rims of the eyeglass frame is held by
the frame holder;

a third measurement start signal input unit for inputting a
third measurement start signal for a third measuring mode in
which nose side portions of the left rim and the nose side
portion of the right rim are partially measured in a state that
the right and left rims of the eyeglass frame are held by the
frame holder, the nose side portions including nose side ends
of the left and right rims; and

a controller configured to drive the measuring unit to mea-
sure the whole peripheries of the right and left rims when the
first measurement start signal is input, for driving the mea-
suring unit to measure the whole periphery of the one of the
left and right rims held by the frame holder when the second
measurement start signal is input, and for driving the measur-
ing unit to measure partially the nose side portions of the left
and right rims when the third measurement start signal is
input.

(2) The eyeglass frame shape measurement apparatus accord-
ing to (1), wherein

the controller is configured to matches the measured result
obtained in the second measuring mode with the measured
result obtained in the third measuring mode,

the controller is configured to execute:

first computing processing to move second left shape data

of the left rim obtained in the second measuring mode
with respect to first partial left shape data of the left rim
obtained in the third measurement mode so that the
second left shape data matches the first partial left shape
data, to generate third left shape data of the left rim in a
state that the left and right rims are held by the frame
holder, and
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second computing processing to move second right shape
data of the right rim obtained in the second measuring
mode with respect to first partial right shape data of the
right rim obtained in the third measurement mode so that
the second right shape data matches the first partial right
shape data, to generate third right shape data of the right
rim in a state that the right and left rims are held by the
frame holder; and
the eyeglass frame shape measurement apparatus further
comprises a computing instruction unit is configured to input
an instruction signal for instructing the controller to execute
the first and second computing processing.
(3) The eyeglass frame shape measurement apparatus accord-
ing to (2), wherein
the first computing processing obtains the third left shape
data by comparing a position of the nose side end contained in
the first left shape data with a position of the nose side end
contained in the second left shape data, and
the second computing processing obtains the third right
shape data by comparing a position of the nose side end
contained in the first right shape data with a position of the
nose side end contained in the second right shape data.
(4) The eyeglass frame shape measurement apparatus accord-
ing to (2), wherein the controller obtains position relationship
data between the right and left rims based on the generated
third left shape data of the left rim and the generated third
right shape data of the right rim.
(5) The eyeglass frame shape measurement apparatus accord-
ing to (4), wherein the controller obtains, as the position
relationship data, a geometric inter-center distance between a
geometric center of the left rim and a geometric center of the
right rim when the eyeglass frame is viewed from a predeter-
mined direction.
(6) The eyeglass frame shape measurement apparatus accord-
ing to (4), wherein the controller obtains, as the position
relationship data, at least one of a curve angle of the left rim
and a curve angle of the right rim based on the generated third
left shape data of the left rim and the generated third right
shape data of the right rim.
(7) The eyeglass frame shape measurement apparatus accord-
ing to (2), wherein the controller issues an instruction signal
automatically when the measured results in the third measur-
ing mode and in the second measuring mode are obtained.
(8) The eyeglass frame shape measurement apparatus accord-
ing to (1), wherein
the controller is configured to obtain position relationship
data between the shape of the right rim and the shape of the
left rim based on the measured results obtained by the mea-
surement in the third measuring mode, and
the controller obtains, as the position relationship data, a
nose width distance between the nose side end of the right rim
and the nose side end of the left rim.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic external view of an eyeglass frame
shape measurement apparatus.

FIG. 2 is a top plan view of a frame hold unit.

FIG. 3 is a schematic structure view of a clamp mechanism
for clamping a rim.

FIG. 4A is a schematic structure view of a measuring unit.

FIG. 4B is a schematic structure view of a measuring unit.

FIG. 5 shows a state where a frame F is held by the frame
hold unit in a two-rim support trace mode.

FIG. 6 shows an example of measured results obtained in
the two-rim support trace mode.
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FIG. 7 shows an example of measured results obtained in a
nose side portion trace mode.

FIG. 8 shows a state where the frame F is held by the frame
hold unit in one rim support trace mode.

FIG. 9A shows an example of measured results obtained in
a right rim support trace mode.

FIG. 9B shows an example of measured results obtained in
a left rim support trace mode.

FIG. 10 is an explanatory view of a computing example of
matching processing.

FIG. 11 shows the respective pieces of three-dimensional
shape data of the right and left rims rebuilt by matching
processing.

DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

Now, description is given of an embodiment of the inven-
tion with reference to the accompanying drawings. FIG. 1 is
a schematic external view of an eyeglass frame shape mea-
surement apparatus. The eyeglass frame shape measurement
apparatus 1 includes: a frame hold unit 100 for holding an
eyeglass frame F in a desired state; and, a measuring unit 200
which inserts a tracing device (stylus) 281 into grooves (bevel
grooves) formed in the rims of the eyeglass frame held by the
frame hold unit 100, moves the tracing stylus 281 along the
grooves of the rims and detects the movements of the tracing
stylus to thereby obtain the three-dimensional shapes (target
lens shapes) of the rims. The measuring unit 200 is used to
trace the contours of the rims using the tracing stylus.

The apparatus 1 includes, on the rear side of its box body,
apanel portion 3 having a display of a touch panel type. When
processing the periphery of a lens, the lay-out data of the lens
with respect to target lens data, lens processing conditions
and the like can be input using the panel portion 3. Data on the
rim three-dimensional shapes obtained by the apparatus 1 and
data input by the panel portion 3 are transmitted to an eyeglass
lens periphery processing apparatus.

The apparatus 1 includes a switch portion 4 which is an
example of input means. The switch portion 4 includes a
switch 4a for setting a two-rim support trace mode, a switch
45 for setting a right rim support trace mode, and a switch 4¢
for a left rim support trace mode, and a switch 44 for setting
a nose side portion trace mode. The two-rim support trace
mode is set in order to measure successively the shapes of the
right and left rims. The right rim support trace mode is set in
order to allow the frame hold unit 100 to hold only the right
rim and to measure only the shape of the right rim. The left
rim support trace mode is set in order to allow the frame hold
unit 100 to hold only the left rim and to measure only the
shape of the left rim. The nose side portion trace mode is set,
when the two-rim support tracing mode fails in measurement,
in order to measure partially the shapes of the nose side
portions of the right and left rims to thereby obtain the nose
widths of the right and left rims. Specific description of these
trace modes is given later.

Here, the switches for setting (selecting) the respective
tracing modes may also be provided on the display of the
touch panel of the panel portion 3. The switches 4a, 4b, 4c and
4d (or the panel portion 3) are used to input measurement start
signals for their respective modes, and the switch portion 4
functions also as the respective measurements start signals
input unit. The right rim support trace mode and left rim
support trace mode, with one of the right and left rims being
held by the frame hold unit 100, are contained in a one rim
support trace mode for measuring the whole periphery of
such one rim.



US 9,188,420 B2

5

The panel portion 3 includes on its screen: a switch 3a for
inputting an instruction signal allowing a memory 51 (see
FIG. 4B) to store therein data obtained by measurement in the
nose side portion trace mode and data on at least one of the
right and left rims obtained by measurement in one rim sup-
port trace mode (preferably, data on the right and left rims
obtained by measurement respectively in the right rim sup-
port trace mode and in the left rim support trace mode), as
mutually corresponding data sets; and, a switch 35 for input-
ting an instruction signal for “matching processing execu-
tion” which is described later.

Here, the frame hold unit 100, measuring unit 200, panel
portion 3 and switch portion 4 may also be incorporated into
the eyeglass lens periphery processing apparatus as in the
Japanese Patent Publication 2000-314617.

FIG. 2 is atop plan view of the frame hold unit 100 with the
eyeglass frame F held thereon. The measuring unit 200 is
disposed on the lower side of the frame hold unit 100. On a
hold portion base 101, there are put a first slider 102 and a
second slider 103 for holding the eyeglass frame F (right rim
RIR, left rim RIL) in a given state. The first slider 102 has a
surface to be contacted with the vertical-direction upper por-
tions of the left rim RIL and right rim RIR of the frame F. The
second slider 103 has a surface to be contacted with the
vertical-direction lower portions of the left rim RIL and right
rim RIR of the frame F.

The first and second sliders 102 and 103 are disposed such
that they can slide opposed to each other on two rails 111
across a center line FL in the X direction, while the sliders are
always pulled toward the their center line FL. by a spring 113.

The first slider 102 includes, as a hold mechanism for
holding the upper portions of the left rim RIL and right rim
RIR (the upper and lower portions of the rims mean the
vertical-direction upper and lower portions thereof when a
person wears the eyeglasses), clamp pins 230a and 2306
respectively provided at two positions for clamping the right
and left rims from the rim thickness directions (the front and
rear sides of the rims when a person wears the eyeglasses).
Similarly, the second slider 103 also includes, as a hold
mechanism for holding the lower portions of the left rim RIL
and right rim RIR, clamp pins 230a and 2304 respectively
provided at two positions for clamping the right and left rims
from the rim thickness directions. The frame hold unit 100
can employ a well-known structure, for example, a structure
disclosed in the Japanese Patent Publication 2000-314617
and the like.

FIG. 3 is a schematic structure view of a clamp mechanism
2300 disposed on the left of the first slider 102 for clamping
the upper portion of the left rim RIL. A base plate 2301 is
disposed within the first slider 102. The clamp pin 230a is
mounted on the leading end of a first arm 2303. The central
portion of the first arm 2303 is rotatably held on the base plate
2301 by a rotation shaft 2304. The clamp pin 2305 is mounted
on the leading end of'a second arm 2305. The central portion
of the second arm 2305 is rotatably held on the base plate
2301 by a rotation shaft 2306. A compression spring 2307 is
mounted between the first arm 2303 and second arm 2305.
The compression spring 2307 always energizes the two clamp
pins 230a and 23056 in a direction to make more space
between them. In the central portion of the first arm 2303,
there is formed a gear 2309 with the rotation shaft 2304 as its
center. Similarly, in the central portion of the second arm
2305, there is formed a gear 2311 with the rotation shaft 2306
as its center, while the gear 2309 is meshed with the gear
2311.

One end of a spring 2313 is mounted on the rear end of the
first arm 2303. A wire 2315 is fixed to the other end of the
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spring 2313. The wire 2315 is connected to a drive unit 2320
through a pulley 2317 rotatably mounted on the base plate
2301. The drive unit 2320 includes a shaft 2321 for winding
the wire 2315 and a motor 2322 for rotating the shaft 2321.
When the wire 2315 is pulled due to the driving of the motor
2322, the first arm 2303 is rotated clockwise about the rota-
tion shaft 2304. In this case, since the gears 2309 and 2311 are
meshed with each other, the second arm is rotated counter-
clockwise about the rotation shaft 2306. Thus, the two clamp
pins 230a and 2305 are closed cooperatively, whereby the rim
RIL is clamped by the two clamp pins 230a and 23064.

A clamp mechanism, which is disposed on the right of the
first slider 102 in order to clamp the upper portion of the right
rim RIR, has a structure in which the right and left of the
clamp mechanism 2300 are reversed. Clamp mechanisms,
which are disposed in two positions on the left and right sides
of the first slider 102, respectively have a structure in which
the clamp mechanism 2300 disposed on the first slider 102 is
turned upside down. Thus, description of other clamp mecha-
nisms is omitted here. Here, the motor 2322 and shaft 2321
may be structured such that they are disposed in their respec-
tive four clamp mechanisms 2300, or may also be structured
that they are used in common in the four clamp mechanisms
2300. In any case, the four clamp mechanisms 230a and 2305
are opened and closed simultaneously.

Next, description is given simply of the structure of the
measuring unit 200. FIGS. 4A and 4B are respectively sche-
matic structure views of the measuring unit 200. The measur-
ing unit 200 includes a moving unit 210 for moving the
tracing stylus 281 along the groove of the rim and a detecting
unit 285 for detecting the moving position of the tracing
stylus 281.

The moving unit 210, in this embodiment, includes a base
portion 211 having a square-shaped frame extending in the
horizontal direction (XY direction) and a tracing stylus hold
unit 250 for holding a tracing shaft 282 with the tracing stylus
281 (to be inserted into the grooves of the rims RIL, RIR)
mounted on its upper end, while the tracing stylus hold unit
250 is moved in the rim radius vector directions (X and Y
directions) and in a direction (Z direction) perpendicular to
the radius vector direction. The base portion 211 is disposed
below the frame hold unit 100. The moving unit 210 further
includes a Y moving unit 230 for moving the tracing stylus
hold unit 250 in the Y direction, an X moving unit 240 for
moving the Y moving unit 230 in the X direction, and a Z
moving unit 220 for moving the tracing stylus hold unit 250 in
the Z direction. The Y moving unit 230 includes a guide rail
extending in the Y direction and, due to the driving of the
motor 235, moves the tracing stylus hold unit 250 in the Y
direction along the guide rail. The X moving unit 240 includes
a guide rail 241 extending in the X direction and, due to the
driving of the motor 245, moves the Y moving unit 230 in the
X direction.

The 7Z moving unit 220 is mounted on the Y moving unit
230 and, when driven by the motor 225, it moves the tracing
stylus hold unit 250 in the Z direction along a guide rail 221
extending in the Z direction. When measuring the two rims,
the tracing stylus hold unit 250 is moved by the X moving unit
240 in the X direction, that is, in the right and left direction in
such a manner that it can measure both of the left rim RIL and
right rim RIR.

The tracing stylus hold unit 250 includes a rotation unit 260
which rotates a tracing stylus shaft 282 around a center shaft
LO extending in the Z direction. The rotation unit 260
includes a rotation base 251 with a tracing stylus shaft 282
mounted thereon, and a motor 265 for rotating the rotation
base 251 around the center shaft LO. The tracing stylus shaft
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282 is held on the rotation base 251 movably (tiltably) in the
lateral direction, that is, in the leading end direction of the
tracing stylus 281. Here, the tracing stylus hold unit 250
includes a measuring pressure application mechanism (not
shown) for applying measuring pressure with which the lead-
ing end of the tracing stylus 281 is pressed against the rim RIL.
(RIR).

The measuring unit 200 includes a detection unit 285 for
detecting the position of the tracing stylus 281 being moved
along the grooves of the rims. The detection unit 285 includes
an encoder 286 and an encoder 288 respectively serving as
detectors. The moving position of the tracing stylus 281 in the
radius vector direction is detected by the encoder 286. The
tracing stylus shaft 282 is held movably in the Z direction on
the rotation base 251. The moving position of the tracing
stylus 281 in the Z direction is detected by the encoder 288.
Here, in this embodiment, the encoders 286 and 288 are
respectively used to detect the positions of the tracing stylus
281 in the radius vector direction and in the Z direction with
respect to the tracing stylus hold unit 250. The detection unit
285 includes, as a detector for detecting the moving position
of the tracing stylus hold unit 250 in the radius vector direc-
tion, a control portion 50 for obtaining driving information
about the motors 245, 235 and 265. The detection unit 285
also includes, as a detector for detecting the moving position
of the tracing stylus hold unit 250 in the Z direction, the
control portion 50 for obtaining driving information about a
motor 225.

The control portion 50 is connected to the encoders 286,
288 and motors 225, 235, 245 255, 265. The control portion
50 is connected to the motors 2322 provided in the four
portions, the switch portion 4, the panel portion 3, a memory
51 for storing measured data therein, a communication unit
52 and the like. The communication unit 52 is connected to an
externally connected apparatus 1000 such as an external com-
puter or an eyeglass lens processing apparatus, and thus it has
the functions of a signal input unit and a data output unit. The
control portion 50 functions as a computing portion which
also has the function to calculate related data such as the
geometric inter-center distance FPD of the two rims and the
nose width DBL (distance between the nose side end of the
right rim and the nose side end of the left rim).

Next, description is given of the operation of the apparatus
having the above structure.
<Two-Rim Support Trace Mode>

Firstly, description is given of a case in which the two-rim
support trace mode is set. In the case of a low-curve eyeglass
frame in which the rim distance (height) in a direction per-
pendicular to the radius vector direction is within the mea-
surement allowable range, normally, measurement in the two-
rim support trace mode is possible. In this case, an operator
sets the two-rim support trace mode using the switch 4a. In
the two-rim support trace mode, the right and left rims are
measured successively, thereby obtaining the mutual position
relationship data on the right and left rims such as the respec-
tive three-dimensional shapes of the right and left rims, the
distance FPD between the geometric center of the left rim and
the geometric center of the right rim, the nose width DBL,
namely, the distance between the nose sides of the right and
left rims, and the curve angles of the right and left rims.

As shown in FIG. 2, the operator holds the eyeglass frame
F between the first and second sliders 102 and 103 and, as
shown in FIG. 5, uses the clamp pins 230a and 2305 to clamp
the respective upper and lower portions of the left rim RII. and
right rim RIR, thereby allowing the frame hold unit 100 to
hold the eyeglass frame F.
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After completion of holding of the eyeglass frame F by the
frame hold unit 100, when the switch 4a is depressed and a
two-rim support trace mode measurement start signal is input,
the control portion 50 drives the measuring unit 200 to mea-
sure the whole peripheral shapes of the right and left rims.
Firstly, in order to measure the shape of the right rim RIR, the
control portion 50 drives the measuring unit 200 to move the
tracing stylus 281 situated at its predetermined initial posi-
tion, thereby inserting it into a predetermined measurement
start position in the rim RIR. In this embodiment, the initial
position of the tracing stylus 281 in the XY directions is set
foraposition COR (see FIG. 2) on the right rim RIR side. The
X direction of the position COR is on the center line FL. which
is the center in the Y direction. TheY direction of the position
COR is a direction where the clamp pins 230a and 2305 for
clamping the lower portion of the right rim RIR are disposed.
In the two-rim support trace mode, for example, the measure-
ment of the right rim RIR which is one of the right and left
rims is executed firstly. The control portion 50, at the initial
position COR, rotates the rotation unit 260 so that the leading
end direction of the tracing stylus 281 faces the clamp pins
230q and 2305 existing on the lower side of the right rim RIR.
Next, the control portion 50 drives the moving unit 210 to
move the tracing stylus hold unit 250 (tracing stylus 281)
toward the rim so that the tracing stylus 281 situated at the
initial position COR is contacted with the rim. The contact of
the tracing stylus 281 with the groove of the rim can be
detected by the encoder 286.

The control portion 50 moves the tracing stylus 281 situ-
ated at the clamp pins 2304, 2305 existing on the lower side of
the right rim RIR along the groove of the right rim the rim,
RIR. The moving direction of the tracing stylus 281 at this
time is a direction to go toward the ear or nose of the right rim
RIR. In the structure of the measuring unit 200 of the present
apparatus, when measuring the shape of the rim in the radius
vector direction, the control portion 50 estimates the variation
in the radius vector direction of the unmeasured portion of the
rim according to the radius vector information which has been
obtained after the start of measurement, determines the XY
position to which the tracing stylus hold unit 250 is moved so
that the leading end of the tracing stylus 281 can move along
the variation in the radius vector direction of the unmeasured
portion, and controls the driving of the respective motors of
the moving unit 210 according to the thus determined XY
position. This allows the tracing stylus 281 to follow the rim
shape variations smoothly, whereby the radius vector infor-
mation of the rim can be measured highly accurately.

When measuring the shape of the rim in the vertical direc-
tion, the control portion 50 estimates the Z position variations
of'the unmeasured portion of the rim according to Z direction
information which has been obtained after start of measure-
ment, determines a Z position to which the tracing stylus hold
unit 250 is moved so that the leading end of the tracing stylus
281 can move along the Z position variations of the unmea-
sured portion, and controls the driving of the Z moving unit
220 (motor 225). Thus, in the Z direction measurement as
well, the tracing stylus 281 is allowed to follow the rim shape
variations smoothly, whereby the Z position of the rim can be
measured highly accurately. As the rim Z position rises, the
control portion 50 controls the moving unit 210 in such a
manner that the tilt angle of the tracing stylus shaft 282 (a tilt
angle in the opposite direction to the leading end direction of
the tracing stylus 281) increases. Thus, the high curve frame
can be measured while reducing a possibility that the tracing
stylus 281 can deviate from the bevel groove of the rim in
measurement.
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When the tracing stylus 281 is moved along the whole
periphery ofthe right rim RIR, the three-dimensional shape of
the right rim RIR is measured. Data on the shape of the right
rim RIR in the radius vector direction is obtained according to
the detected results of the encoder 286, drive information
about the X moving unit 240 and Y moving unit 230, and
rotation information about the rotation base 251. Position
data in the direction (Z direction) perpendicular to the radius
vector direction is obtained according to the detected results
of'the encoder 288 and drive information about the Z moving
unit 220. Here, the mechanism for detecting the position of
the tracing stylus 281 is not limited to the structure of this
embodiment but any other structure can be employed so long
as it includes detectors respectively capable of detecting the
radius vector direction and perpendicular direction.

After end of measurement of the right rim RIR, the control
portion 50 drives the moving unit 210 to disengage the tracing
stylus 281 from the groove of the right rim RIR and return it
to the initial position COR. Next, the control portion 50, in
order to measure the shape of the left rim RIL, drives the
moving unit 210 to move the tracing stylus 281 to the initial
position COL set for measuring the left rim RIL. The control
portion 50 drives the moving unit 210 to insert the tracing
stylus 281 into a predetermined measurement start position in
the rim RIL. The measurement start position of the left rim
RIL is the position of the clamp pins 2304, 2305. Similarly to
the measurement of the right rim RIR, the control portion 50
drives the moving unit 210 to move the tracing stylus 281
inserted into the groove of the rim RIL along the groove of the
left rim RIL so that it goes toward the ear from the clamp
position of the clamp pins 230a, 2304.

When the tracing stylus 281 is moved along the whole
periphery of the left rim RIL, similarly to the measurement of
the right rim RIR, the three dimensional shape of the left rim
RIL is measured by the detection unit 285.

FIG. 6 shows an example of the measured results obtained
in the two-rim support trace mode. In FIG. 6, F3DR1 is the
three-dimensional shape data of the right rim RIR obtained
according to the detected results of the detection unit 285,
while F3DL1 is the three-dimensional shape data of the left
rim RIL. FTR1 is the two-dimensional target lens shape data
(radius vector data) on the right rim RIR, while FTL1 is the
two-dimensional target lens shape data (radius vector data) on
the left rim RIL; and, their respective radius vector direction
shapes are expressed by XY orthogonal axes data. Target lens
shape data FTR1 and FTL1 also represent shapes provided
when the three-dimensional shapes F3DR1 and F3DL.1 are
respectively projected on the XY plane of the Frame F in the
front direction.

In the target lens FTR1 of the right rim RIR, a point in the
ear side end in the X direction (in FIG. 6, the right-most side)
is expressed as AR, a point in the nose side end in the X
direction (in FIG. 6, the left-most side) as BR, a point in the
upper end in the Y direction as CR, and a point in the lower
end in the Y direction as DR, respectively; and, the geometric
center (boxing center) of these points AR-BR-CR-DR is
expressed as FCR. A line extending in the X direction and
passing through the geometric center RCR is expressed as a
datum line DL.. In the three-dimensional shape data F3DR1 of
the right rim RIR, points existing on the nose and ear sides in
the X direction on the datum line DL are expressed as VIR
and V2R respectively. A line segment connecting the points
VIR and V2R to each other is expressed as TAR, while an
angle formed between the line segment TAR and X-axis
direction is expressed as aR 1. This angle aR 1 is calculated as
the frame curve angle of the right rim RIR.
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In the left rim RIL as well, according to a similar comput-
ing to the right rim RIR, the geometric center FCL in the
target lens shape FTL1 of the left rim RIL and the frame curve
angle alL1 of the left rim FIL are calculated. Here, the frame
(rim) curve angle can be obtained as the average value of the
angle aR1 and angle alL1. In FIG. 6, a point BL is a point on
the nose side end in the X direction (in FIG. 6, the right-most
side of FTL1) in the target lens shape FTL1 of the left rim
RIL. The remaining same elements of the left rim RIL as
those of the right rim RIR may be expressed by rewriting the
respective “R”s of the designations used for the right rim RIR
into “L”’s and thus the description thereof is omitted here.

The geometric inter-center distance FPD is obtained from
a difference between the X-direction coordinate positions of
the center FCR of the right rim RIR and center FCL of'the left
rim RIL. According to the position relationship between the
measurement reference position (COR) of the right rim RIR
and the measure reference position (COL) of the left rim RIL,
the position relationship in the right and left direction (X
direction) between the target lens shape FRT1 and target lens
shape FTL1 can also be obtained. The nose width DBL,
which is the nose side distance between the right rim RIR and
left rim RIL, is obtained as the distance between the point BR
on the nose side end of the target lens shape FTR1 and the
point BL on the nose side end of the target lens shape FTL1.
In order to use as the base for the processing data on the
eyeglass lens, the three-dimensional peripheral length value
FN3DR1 of the groove of the right rim RIR and the three-
dimensional peripheral length value FN3DL1 of the groove
of the left rim RIL are obtained by the control portion 50
according to the respective three-dimensional shape data of
the rims RIR and RIL.

The thus obtained target lens shape data (both or one of
FTR1 and FTL1), geometric inter-center distance FPD, frame
curve angle al (aR1, alL1), nose width DBL, and data on the
peripheral length value are stored into memory 51. On receiv-
ing the signal of the data transfer switch of the panel portion
3, or on receiving a signal requiring data transfer from an
externally connected apparatus 1000 such as an external com-
puter and eyeglass lens processing apparatus connected to a
communication unit 52, the communication unit 52 outputs
the stored data to the externally connected apparatus 1000.
The communication unit 52 has the functions of a signal input
unit and a data output unit.

Here, the target lens shapes (FTR1, FTL1) measured by the
measuring unit 200 are provided as shapes obtained when the
right and left rims of the eyeglass frame F are projected in a
predetermined direction (for example, in the front direction).
As target lens shapes to be used in processing the peripheral
edge of the eyeglass lens, they may be as they are but, pref-
erably, they may be shape data obtained after they are cor-
rected according to the frame curve angles (aR1, al.1) in the
X direction. For example, for the shape of the right rim RIR,
the control portion 50 defines, as a new z direction, the direc-
tion of the perpendicular bisector of the line segment TAR
connecting the points VIR and V2R on the datum line DL,
and re-obtains the target lens shape data as shape data
obtained when the three-dimensional shape data F3DR1 of
the right rim are projected on the Xy plane perpendicular to the
new z direction. This can reduce the eyeglass lens periphery
processing error. This applies similarly to the left rim RIL.
More preferably, when obtaining the target lens shape, the
shape may be corrected according to the frame curve angle in
theY direction. Such computing can be carried out according
to a similar method to a correcting method with the frame
curve angle in the X direction taken into account.
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Next, description is given of measurement to be executed
for the eyeglass frame F consisting of a high curve frame
where the curve of the frame (rim) is large to cause the tracing
stylus to diverge from the rim, or where the rim position in a
direction (Z direction) perpendicular to the radius vector
direction is out of the measurement allowable range. When
the curve of the eyeglass frame (rim) is large and thus, in the
two-rim support tracing mode, the curving direction of the
groove of the rim and the facing angle of the leading end of the
tracing stylus are caused to diverge from each other, the
tracing stylus is disengaged from the groove, resulting in a
measuring error. In the two-rim support trace mode, when the
position of the rim varies greatly in the Z direction, the rim
position is out of the measurement allowable range, resulting
in a measuring error. In such measuring errors, measurement
is carried out in the nose side portion trace mode in addition
to the right rim support trace mode and left rim support trace
mode. When executing the measurement in the nose side
portion trace mode, an operator operates the switch 3a to
input a specification signal allowing the memory 51 to store
the respective pieces of data to be obtained in the nose side
portion trace mode, right rim support trace mode and left rim
support trace mode to be executed later while they are made to
correspond to each other as sets of corresponding data.
<Nose Side Portion Trace Mode>

Description is given of the nose side portion trace mode.
The operator, similarly to the two-rim support trace mode,
clamps the right and left rims of the eyeglass frame F with the
clamp pins 230qa and 2305 to set a state where the two rims of
the eyeglass frame F are held by the hold unit 100. In the nose
side portion trace mode as well, a method for holding the right
left rims of the eyeglass frame F is similar to the two-rim
support trace mode shown in FIG. 5. Thus, the illustration
thereof is omitted here.

When the nose side portion trace mode is set using the
switch 44 and its measurement start signal is input, the control
portion 50, after driving the measurement unit 200 to measure
partially the nose side portion within a predetermined range
including the nose side end BR2 of the right rim RIR, drives
the measurement unit 200 to measure partially the nose side
portion within a predetermined range including the nose side
end BL2 of the left rim RIL and, according to the measured
results obtained by such measurement, obtains, as the mutual
position relationship data between the shapes of the right and
left rims, the nose width data DBL between the nose side end
BR2 of the right rim and the nose side end BL2 of the left rim.

FIG. 7 shows an example of measured results obtained in
the nose side portion trace mode. In FIG. 7, F3DR2 shown by
a solid line is the partial three-dimensional shape data on the
right rim RIR, while F3DL2 shown by a solid line is the
partial three-dimensional shape data on the left rim RIL.
FTR2 shown by a solid line is the partial two-dimensional
target lens shape data (radius vector data) on the right rim
RIR, while FTL2 shown by a solid line is the partial two-
dimensional target lens shape data (radius vector data) on the
left rim RIL. The illustration method is similar to FIG. 6.

The control portion 50, for example, similarly to the two-
rim support trace mode, while the position of the clamp pins
230a, 2305 existing on the lower side of the right rim RIR is
used as the measurement start position, drives the moving unit
210 to move the tracing stylus 281 to the measurement start
position PmR1. After then, the control portion 50 drives the
moving unit 210 to move the tracing stylus 281 toward the
nose of the right rim RIR. And, when the tracing stylus 281
reaches a position PmR2 which is 180° opposite to the mea-
surement start position PmR1, the measurement of the right
rim RIR is ended. Since a nose side end BR2 is interposed
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between the position PmR1 and the 180° opposite position
PmR2, results including the nose side end BR2 can be
obtained.

On completion of the measurement of the right rim RIR,
the control portion 50 moves the tracing stylus 281 to an
initial position COL set for measurement of the left rim RIL.
After then, while the position of the clamp pins 230a, 2305
existing on the lower side of the left rim RIL is used as a
measurement start position Pml.1, the control portion 50
drives the moving unit 210 to move the tracing stylus 281 to
the measurement start position PmI.1. The control portion 50,
similarly to the measurement of the right rim RIR, drives the
moving unit 210 to move the tracing stylus 281 toward the
nose of the left rim RIL and, when the tracing stylus 281
reaches a position PmI.2 which is 180° opposite to the posi-
tion PmIL.1, ends the measurement of the left rim RIL. Since a
nose side end BL.2 is interposed between the position PmI.1
and the 180° opposite position PmIL.2, expected results
including the nose side end BL2 can be obtained.

Thus, the nose side portion within the predetermined range
of'the right rim RIR including the nose side end BR2 and the
nose side portion within the predetermined range of the left
rim RIL including the nose side end BL.2 are measured. Even
in the case of the high curve frame F suffering from the
measuring error in the two-rim support tracing mode, in such
range of the nose side portion as shown in FIG. 7, since the
tracing stylus 281 is not disengaged from the groove of the
rim and the rim varies only slightly in the Z direction, such
range can be measured with a high probability. Here, the
measuring range of the nose side portion including the nose
side end BR2 may also be an area ranging from the predeter-
mined measurement start positions (PmR1, Pml.1) to por-
tions where the nose side ends BR2 and BL2 can be obtained
respectively. The position of the nose side end BR2 of the
right rim can be obtained as a point where, within the radius
vector data FTR2 of the right rim RIR, a variation in the X
direction is turned from an increase to a decrease. The posi-
tion of the nose side end BL2 of the left rim can also be
obtained similarly.

After the three-dimensional shape data F3DR2 of the nose
side portion of the right rim RIR including the nose side end
BR2 and the three-dimensional shape data F3DL.2 of the nose
side portion of the left rim RIL including the nose side end
BL2 are obtained, the nose width DBL2 can be obtained
according to these measured results. For example, since the
initial position COR in the measuring time of the right rim
RIR and the initial position COL in the measuring time of the
left rim RIL are known, the position relationship between the
three-dimensional shape data F3DR2 based on the initial
position COR and the three-dimensional shape data F3DL.2
based on the initial position COL can be obtained, thereby
being able to obtain the nose width DBL.2. Data on the three-
dimensional shape data F3DR2, F3DL2 and nose width
DBL2 respectively obtained in the nose side portion trace
mode are stored into the memory 51.
<One Rim Support Trace Mode>

When a measuring error occurs in the two-rim support
trace mode, in order to obtain three-dimensional shape data,
target lens shape data and the like on the right rim RIR and left
rim RIL, the operator sets a one rim support trace mode and
measures the whole periphery of at least one of the right and
left rims. Preferably, the respective whole peripheries of the
right and left rims may be measured in a right rim support
trace mode and in a left rim support trace mode. Description
is given below of a case where the right rim support trace
mode and left rim support trace mode are set.
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In order to start the measurement in the right rim support
trace mode, the operator manually holds the left temple or the
like of the eyeglass frame F, holds the right rim RIR between
the first and second sliders 102 and 103 in such a manner that
the right and left direction of the right rim RIR can be as
horizontal as possible, and operates the clamp pins 230a,
2306 for the right rim to clamp the upper and lower portions
of the right rim RIR. In this state, when a measurement start
signal in the right rim support trace mode is input by the
switch 45, the control portion 50 drives the measurement unit
200 to measure the whole peripheral shape of the right rim
RIR. When the shape of the whole periphery of the right rim
RIR is obtained, the measurement is ended. The measuring
operation is similar to the measurement of the right rim RIR
in the two-rim support trace mode. Thus, the description
thereof is omitted.

On completion of the measurement in the right rim support
trace mode, the operator removes the frame F, holds the left
rim RIL between the first and second sliders 102 and 103 in
such a manner that the right and left direction of the left rim
RIL can be as horizontal as possible, and operates the clamp
pins 230a, 23056 for the left rim to clamp the upper and lower
portions of the left rim RIL. In this state, when a measurement
start signal in the left rim support trace mode is input by the
switch 4c¢, the control portion 50 drives the measurement unit
200 to measure the shape of the whole periphery of the left
rim RIL.

FIG. 9A shows an example of the measured results
obtained in the right rim support trace mode. In FIG. 9A,
F3DR3 is data on the three-dimensional shape of the whole
periphery of the right rim RIR and FTR3 is data on two-
dimensional target lens shape (radius vector data) obtained
when the three-dimensional shape data F3DR3 are projected
onthe XY plane. FIG. 9B shows an example of the measured
results obtained in the left rim support trace mode. In FIG. 9B,
F3DL3 is data on the three-dimensional shape of the whole
periphery of the left rim RIL and FTL3 is data on two-
dimensional target lens shape (radius vector data) obtained
when the three-dimensional shape data F3DL3 is projected
on the XY plane.

In the one rim support trace mode, in the case that mea-
surement is set to be ended when data on the shape of the
whole periphery of one of the right and left rims is obtained,
data on the shape of the other rim can be obtained according
to a processing (mirror reversing processing) for reversing the
right and left of the shape data of one rim obtained. This
computing is executed by the control portion 50.

The respective pieces of data obtained by measurements
made in the nose side portion trace mode and one rim support
trace mode (right rim support trace mode and left rim support
trace mode) are made to correspond to each other as they are
sets of corresponding data on the same frame F since the
signal of the switch 3« has been input initially (or after end of
the measurements in the respective modes), and are then
stored into the memory 51.

Here, the measurement execution order of the nose side
portion trace mode and one rim support trace mode may be
arbitrary.
<Matching Processing of Three-Dimensional Shape Data>

Description is given of matching processing on the data
obtained in the nose side portion trace mode and one rim
support trace mode. When an instruction signal for “matching
processing execution” is input by the switch 35, the control
portion 50 calls the measurement data in the respective modes
stored in the form sets of corresponding data in the memory
51 and executes three-dimensional data matching on them.
Here, there may also be employed a structure that, when the
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measured results in the respective modes (nose side portion
trace mode and one rim support trace mode) are obtained, the
control portion 50 automatically issues an instruction signal
“matching processing execution” and the signal is input.

The control portion 50, according to the partial three-di-
mensional shape data F3DR2 of the right rim obtained in the
nose side portion trace mode, carries out a computing to move
the three-dimensional shape data F3DR3 of the right rim
obtained in one rim support tracing mode to allow the data
F3DR3 to match. Similarly, the control portion 50, according
to the partial three-dimensional shape data FeDL2 of the left
rim obtained in the nose side portion trace mode, carries out
a computing to move the three-dimensional shape data
F3DL3 of the left rim obtained in one rim support trace mode
to allow the data F3DL3 to match.

FIG. 10 is an explanatory view of a computing example of
the matching processing. Firstly, description is given of the
right rim RIR matching processing. The control portion 50,
according to the position of the nose side end BR2 of the
three-dimensional shape data F3DR2 obtained in the nose
side portion trace mode, moves the whole of the three-dimen-
sional shape data F3DR3 of the right rim RIR in such a
manner that the position of the nose side end BR3 in the
three-dimensional shape data F3DR3 coincides with the posi-
tion of the nose side end BR2. Next, the control portion 50,
according to the nose side end BR3 made coincident with the
position of the nose side end BR2, rotates the three-dimen-
sional shape data F3DR3 at an arbitrary angle in the Z direc-
tion to obtain the Z-direction difference AZRn between the
current three-dimensional shape data F3DR2 and data
F3DR3 in every radius vector measuring points in the data
F3DR2 (for example, measuring points every 0.36 degrees
with the initial position COR as reference). And, the rotation
angle ofthe data F3DR3 in the Z direction is kept on changing
so that the total sum of the differences AZRn in the respective
points can be smallest. The data F3ADR3 when the total sum of
the differences AZRn becomes smallest is stored into the
memory 51 as the three-dimensional shape data F3DR4 of the
right rim RIR after the matching processing.

When obtaining the three-dimensional shape data F3DR4,
preferably, matching processing in the XY direction may be
executed on the partial data F3DR2. In this case, the radius
vector data difference AXYRn between the three-dimen-
sional shape data F3DR3 is obtained and, by moving the data
F3DR3 so that the differences AXYRn in the respective
points become smallest, the three-dimensional shape data
F3DR4 is obtained.

Theleftrim RIL can be matching processed similarly to the
right rim RIR. That is, the control portion 50, according to the
position of the nose side end BL2 of the three-dimensional
shape data F3DL2 obtained in the nose side portion trace
mode, moves the whole of the three-dimensional shape data
F3DL3 of'the left rim RIL so that the position of the nose side
end BL3 in the three-dimensional shape data F3DL3 coin-
cides with the position of the nose side end BL2. And, the
control portion 50, according to the nose side end BL.3 made
coincident with the position of the nose side end BL2, rotates
the three-dimensional shape data F3DL3 in the Z direction to
thereby match the data F3DL3 to the partial data F3DL2 as
much as possible, and stores the thus matched data F3DL3
into the memory 51 as the three-dimensional shape data
F3DL4 of the left rim RIL after matching processing. Prefer-
ably, by executing matching processing in the XY direction,
the three-dimensional shape data F3DL.4 may be obtained.

Here, when in the three-dimensional shape data matching
processing includes processing for rotating the three-dimen-
sional shape data F3DR3 and F3DL3 in the Y direction, the
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matching processing can be executed more accurately. This
processing can be executed similarly to the case of the rota-
tion in the Z direction.

FIG. 11 shows the respective three-dimensional shape data
F3DR4 and F3DL4 of the right rim RIR and left rim RIL
rebuilt by the matching processing. The three-dimensional
shape data F3DR4 and F3DL4, similarly to FIG. 6, can be
regarded as the measured results in the two-rim support trace
mode. In FIG. 11, FTR4 is two-dimensional target lens shape
data (radius vector data) obtained by projecting the three-
dimensional shape data F3ADR4 on the XY plane, while FTL4
are two-dimensional target lens shape data (radius vector
data) obtained by projecting the three-dimensional shape data
F3DL4 on the XY plane.

When the three-dimensional shape data F3DR4 and
F3DLA4 corresponding to the measured results in the two-rim
support trace mode are obtained, similarly to the normal
two-rim support trace mode, the curve angle aR4 of the right
rim RIR, the curve angle al.4 of the left rim RIL and the
geometric inter-center distance FPD between the right and
left rims can be respectively obtained according to the three-
dimensional shape data F3DR4 and F3DL4.

That is, the geometric center (boxing center) of the target
lens shape FTR4 is expressed as FCR, while an X-direction
line passing through the geometric center FCR is expressed as
adatum line DL. In the three-dimensional shape data F3DR4,
a line segment connecting a nose-side point V1R4 in the X
direction existing on the datum line DL and an ear-side point
V2R4 in the X direction is expressed as TAR4. An angle aR4
formed between the line segment TAR4 and X-axis direction
is obtained as the curve angle of the right rim RIR. Similarly,
an X-direction line passing through the geometric center FCL
of'the target lens shape FTL4 is expressed as a datum line DL
and, in the three-dimensional shape data F3DL 4, a line seg-
ment connecting a nose-side point V1[4 in the X direction
existing on the datum line DL and an ear-side point V214 in
the X direction is expressed as TAL4. An angle aR4 formed
between the line segment TALL4 and X-axis direction is
obtained as the curve angle of the left rim RIL. The curve
angle ofthe frame F may also be obtained as the average curve
angle o4 of the angles R4 and al 4. In the nose side portion
trace mode, in the case that the right and left rims are held
uniformly by the frame hold unit 100, as the curve angle of the
frame F, at least one of the curve angle aR4 of the right rim
RIR and the curve angle al.4 of the left rim RIL may be
obtained. In the case that only one of the curve angles is
obtained, the other may be regarded as the same curve angle.

The geometric inter-center distance FPD is obtained as the
distance between the geometric centers FCR and FCL on
FIG. 11. Here, although the nose width DBL can be obtained
from the measured results in the nose side portion trace mode,
it may also be obtained as the distance between the nose side
end BR4 of the rebuilt three-dimensional shape data F3DR4
and the nose side end BL4 of the rebuilt three-dimensional
shape data F3DL4. The nose width DBL and geometric inter-
center distance FPD as the mutual position relationship data
of the right and left rims are used to set layout (the position
relationship of the optical center position of the eyeglass lens
with respect to the target lens) when processing the periphery
of the eyeglass lens. For this purpose, one of the nose width
DBL and geometric inter-center distance FPD may be enough
and thus the control portion 50 may obtain at least one of DBL
and FPD.

The three-dimensional peripheral length value FN3DR4 of
the groove of the right rim RIR is obtained according to the
three-dimensional shape data F3DR4, while the three-dimen-
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sional peripheral length value FN3DL4 of the groove of the
left rim RIL is obtained according to the three-dimensional
shape data F3DL4.

DBL, FPD, curve angle a4 (R4, al.4), three-dimensional
peripheral length values FN3DR4, FN3DL4 and the like,
which are the mutual position relationship data of the right
and left rims obtained through execution of the respective
trace modes and through execution of the matching process-
ing, are stored into the memory 51 in the form of sets of
corresponding data as the data of the same frame. And, when
an instruction signal for data transfer is input by the panel
portion 3 or the like, the data stored in the memory 51 in the
form of sets of corresponding data as the data of the same
frame are output from the communication unit 52 to the
externally connected apparatus 1000.

The foregoing description has been given of the preferred
embodiment and thus various changes are also possible. For
example, the three-dimensional data matching processing
may also be executed by the externally connected apparatus
1000. In this case, the control portion 50 may output the data
stored in the memory 51 as the data of the same frame,
namely, the data obtained by measurement in the nose side
portion trace mode and the data of at least one of the right and
left rims obtained by measurement in the one rim support
trace mode, from the communication unit 52 to the externally
connected apparatus 1000 in the form of sets of correspond-
ing data. When the data on one of the right and left rims is
output, the data on the other may be obtained by reversing the
right and left of the data on one rim (for example, when the
data on the right rim is output, the data on the left rim may be
obtained by reversing the right and left of the data on the right
rim). In this case as well, since the data obtained by measure-
ment in the nose side portion trace mode is included in the
output data, the externally connected apparatus 1000 can
obtain the mutual position relationship data between the
shapes of the right and left rims.

In the case that the curve angle of the frame (rim) is
obtained separately, the three-dimensional shape data match-
ing processing is not always necessary. For example, the
curve angle of the frame (rim) can be obtained using the
technology disclosed in Japanese Patent Publication 2007-
233009. According to this technology, for example, an index
(angle memory) for measuring the curve angle of the frame
(rim) is displayed on the screen of the panel 3 (display), an
operator puts the frame (rim) on the screen and reads visually
the curve angle of the frame, and inputs the read curve angle
into the present apparatus 1 using a switch provided on the
panel 3. The three-dimensional shape data F3DR3 and
F3DL3 respectively obtained by measurement in the right rim
support trace mode and left rim support trace mode according
to the input curve angle are projected on the XY plane in the
front direction, thereby being able to obtain the two-dimen-
sional target lens shapes FTR3 and FTL3. When the data on
the nose width DBL obtained by measurement in the nose
side portion trace mode is available, the geometric inter-
center distance FPD can be obtained according to the nose
width DBL and two-dimensional target lens shapes FTR3,
FTL3.

In the case that the curve angle of the frame is input sepa-
rately, the data on the nose width DBL obtained by measure-
ment in the nose side portion trace mode and the three-dimen-
sional shape data F3DR3 and F3DL 3 stored in the memory 51
as sets of data corresponding to the DBL data may also be
output from the communication unit 52 to the externally
connected apparatus 1000. In this case, the externally con-
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nected apparatus 1000 can obtain the two-dimensional target
lens shapes FTR3, FTL3, geometric inter-center distance
FPD and the like.

The need for measurement in the nose side portion trace
mode may not be judged by the operator but may be deter-
mined by the control portion 50. That is, in the case that
measurement in the two-rim support trace mode is started and
the measurement is caused to raise a measuring error due to
the above-mentioned factor or the like, the control portion 50
displays on the screen of the panel 3 a message for urging the
execution of measurement in the nose side portion trace
mode. Further, after end of the measurement in the nose side
portion trace mode, the control portion 50 displays on the
screen of the panel 3 a message for urging the execution of
measurement in one rim support trace mode (preferably, right
rim support trace mode and left rim support trace mode).
Thus, even an operator not used to measurement can cope
with such measuring error smoothly.

Further, in the case that the execution of measurement in
the two-rim support tracing mode results in a measuring error,
in a state where the right and left rims of the frame are held by
the frame hold unit 100, the control portion 50 may automati-
cally issue (input) a signal for starting measurement in the
nose side portion trace mode and the measurement in the nose
side portion trace mode may be executed as it is. This can save
the time and labor of the operator conveniently. After end of
the measurement in the nose side portion trace mode, the
control portion 50 displays on the screen of the panel 3 a
message for urging execution of measurement in one rim
support trace mode.

The concept of the nose width DBL and geometric inter-
center distance FPD may include a case where they are
respectively calculated as the value of one of the right and left
sides and are then output. For example, the nose width DBL.
can be expressed as 2 DBL with the right and left centers of
the right and left rims as reference.

As described above, in the invention, various changes are
possible and these changes also fall within the scope of the
invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An eyeglass frame shape measurement apparatus, com-
prising:

a frame holder configured to hold right and left rims of an
eyeglass frame, the right and left rims including grooves
respectively;

ameasuring unit including a tracing stylus configured to be
inserted into the grooves of the right and left rims, and
detect movement of the tracing stylus to measure shapes
of the rims;

a first measurement start signal input unit configured to
input a first measurement start signal for a first measur-
ing mode in which whole peripheries of the right and left
rims are measured in a state that the right and left rims of
the eyeglass frame are held by the frame holder;

a second measurement start signal input unit configured to
input a second measurement start signal for a second
measuring mode in which the whole periphery of one of
the right and left rims of the eyeglass frame is measured
in a state that the one of the right and left rims of the
eyeglass frame is held by the frame holder;

a third measurement start signal input unit for inputting a
third measurement start signal for a third measuring
mode in which nose side portions of the left rim and the
nose side portion of the right rim are partially measured
in a state that the right and left rims of the eyeglass frame
are held by the frame holder, the nose side portions
including nose side ends of the left and right rims; and
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a controller configured to drive the measuring unit to mea-
sure the whole peripheries of the right and left rims when
the first measurement start signal is input, for driving the
measuring unit to measure the whole periphery of the
one of the left and right rims held by the frame holder
when the second measurement start signal is input, and
for driving the measuring unit to measure partially the
nose side portions of the left and right rims when the
third measurement start signal is input.

2. The eyeglass frame shape measurement apparatus

according to claim 1, wherein

the controller is configured to match the measured result
obtained in the second measuring mode with the mea-
sured result obtained in the third measuring mode,

the controller is configured to execute:

first computing processing to move second left shape data
of the left rim obtained in the second measuring mode
with respect to first partial left shape data of the left rim
obtained in the third measurement mode so that the
second left shape data matches the first partial left shape
data, to generate third left shape data of the left rim in a
state that the left and right rims are held by the frame
holder, and

second computing processing to move second right shape
data of the right rim obtained in the second measuring
mode with respect to first partial right shape data of the
right rim obtained in the third measurement mode so that
the second right shape data matches the first partial right
shape data, to generate third right shape data of the right
rim in a state that the right and left rims are held by the
frame holder; and

the eyeglass frame shape measurement apparatus further
comprises a computing instruction unit is configured to
input an instruction signal for instructing the controller
to execute the first and second computing processing.

3. The eyeglass frame shape measurement apparatus
according to claim 2, wherein

the first computing processing obtains the third left shape
data by comparing a position of the nose side end con-
tained in the first left shape data with a position of the
nose side end contained in the second left shape data,
and

the second computing processing obtains the third right
shape data by comparing a position of the nose side end
contained in the first right shape data with a position of
the nose side end contained in the second right shape
data.

4. The eyeglass frame shape measurement apparatus
according to claim 2, wherein the controller obtains position
relationship data between the right and left rims based on the
generated third left shape data of the left rim and the gener-
ated third right shape data of the right rim.

5. The eyeglass frame shape measurement apparatus
according to claim 4, wherein the controller obtains, as the
position relationship data, a geometric inter-center distance
between a geometric center of the left rim and a geometric
center of the right rim when the eyeglass frame is viewed from
a predetermined direction.

6. The eyeglass frame shape measurement apparatus
according to claim 4, wherein the controller obtains, as the
position relationship data, at least one of a curve angle of the
left rim and a curve angle of the right rim based on the
generated third left shape data of the left rim and the gener-
ated third right shape data of the right rim.

7. The eyeglass frame shape measurement apparatus
according to claim 2, wherein the controller issues an instruc-
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tion signal automatically when the measured results in the
third measuring mode and in the second measuring mode are
obtained.

8. The eyeglass frame shape measurement apparatus

according to claim 1, wherein

the controller is configured to obtain position relationship
data between the shape of the right rim and the shape of
the left rim based on the measured results obtained by
the measurement in the third measuring mode, and

the controller obtains, as the position relationship data, a
nose width distance between the nose side end of the
right rim and the nose side end of the left rim.

9. An eyeglass frame shape measurement apparatus, com-

prising:

a frame holder configured to hold right and left rims of an
eyeglass frame, the right and left rims including grooves
respectively;

ameasuring unit including a tracing stylus configured to be
inserted into the grooves of the right and left rims, and
detect movement of the tracing stylus to measure shapes
of the rims;

a first measurement start signal input unit configured to
input a first measurement start signal for a first measur-
ing mode in which whole peripheries of the right and left
rims are measured in a state that the right and left rims of
the eyeglass frame are held by the frame holder;
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a second measurement start signal input unit configured to
input a second measurement start signal for a second
measuring mode in which the whole periphery of one of
the right and left rims of the eyeglass frame is measured
in a state that the one of the right and left rims of the
eyeglass frame is held by the frame holder;

a third measurement start signal input unit for inputting a
third measurement start signal for a third measuring
mode in which a nose side portion of the left rim and a
nose side portion of the right rim are measured, the nose
side portions including node side ends of the left and
right rims, the third measurement mode thereby record-
ing a measurement value for a partial periphery of the
left rim and a measurement value for a partial periphery
of the right rim; and

a controller configured to drive the measuring unit to mea-
sure the whole peripheries of the right and left rims when
the first measurement start signal is input, for driving the
measuring unit to measure the whole periphery of the
one of the left and right rims held by the frame holder
when the second measurement start signal is input, and
for driving the measuring unit to measure a partial
periphery corresponding to the nose side portions and
representing less than the whole periphery of the left and
right rims when the third measurement start signal is
input.



